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Graying of Fleet in Alaska Fisheries 

40.9

50.3

30

35

40

45

50

55

1975 1985 1995 2005 2015

A
v
e

ra
g

e
 a

g
e
Average age of permit holders, statewide, 1975-2015

Data from CFEC 2016



Permit holders under 40, 
Kodiak Archipelago communities
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Demographic Shift ðGraying of the Fleet



Loss of Rural Access to Alaska Fisheries 



Loss of Local Salmon Permits in Bristol Bay
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What are the main barriers to entry? 

ÅòPrivatization Paradigmó ðnew landscape for 
entering and moving up in fishing, new inequities and 
social conflicts; linked to:

ÅFinancial Barriers ðhigh cost of entry, profitability & 
diversification challenges, lack of markets, managing 
debt, managing small business

ÅSocial Constraints ðlack of experience, knowledge, 
family connections to fishing; parental 
encouragement/discouragement, social problems in 
communities (drugs, alcohol, criminal record)



Privatization and High Cost of Entry  

òThe costs are just astronomical when 
youõre really young.  Trying to secure loans 
that are $500,000 or more is just ñnobodyõs 
just going to hand it over to an 18 year 
old.ó Bristol Bay region fisherman

òThatõs another thing about IFQs that 
automatically shuts the door for anybody 
that wants to do it, pretty much the rich 
got richer on that deal.ó Kodiak region 
fisherman
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What policy responses may address the  
graying of the fleet and loss of rural access 
in Alaska fisheries? 


